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DECISION NOTICE: 12 March 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meeting of: 

 
Standards Assessment Panel: 
Jeremy Thomas (Monitoring Officer) 
Chris Ballinger (Independent Person) 
Jill McCleery (Independent Person) 
Ben Simpson (Independent Person) 
 
Oxford City Council Officers: 
Sarah Claridge (Democratic Services Officer) 
Safia Mukaddam (Trainee Solicitor) 
 

Date of meeting: 7 March 2014 
Complaint against: Councillor Bob Price 
Complainants: (1) Helen Marshall 

(2) Nicky Moeran 
Date of Complaint: 7 February 2014 
       

 
Complaint 
 
It was alleged that Councillor Price firstly, made misleading statements about the Roger 
Dudman Way flats development adjoining Port Meadow in a BBC Radio interview on 17 
January 2014 and secondly, that Councillor Price did not acknowledge emails sent on 21 
and 22 January 2014 asking him to correct what he had said in his interview. Councillor 
Price was conducting the interview in his official capacity as a Member of Oxford City 
Council. The Complainants considered that if Councillor Price had made the alleged 
misleading statements and did not acknowledge the emails, then he may have breached 
the Members’ Code of Conduct. 
 
Consideration 
 
The Monitoring Officer reviewed the complaints and consulted with the ‘Independent 
Persons’ appointed by the City Council to advise on Standards complaints, at a 
Standards Assessment Panel meeting on 7 March 2014. The purpose of the 
consideration was to determine whether the complaints merited investigation. The 
Monitoring Officer wrote to Councillor Price with a copy of the complaints and asked 
Councillor Price if he would like to provide his own account of events. A written response 
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was received from Councillor Price on 20 February 2014 and a supplementary response 
on 24 February 2014. 
 
The Monitoring Officer and Independent Persons considered all of the evidence at the 
meeting convened on 7 March 2014, including the complaints, written responses 
received from Councillor Price dated 20 February 2014 and 24 February 2014, the BBC 
Radio Oxford transcript dated 17 January 2014, email trail between Toby Porter and 
Councillor Price, a letter to residents regarding Castle Mill, Roger Dudman Way 
development dated 14 February 2014, Castle Mill, Roger Dudman Way Report to West 
Area Planning Committee dated 15 February 2012 and the Castle Mill, Roger Dudman 
Way Consultant’s Report dated December 2013 (The Goodstadt Report).  
 
Decision 
 
Having considered all of the written material it was decided that the complaints did not 
merit formal investigation. 
 
The Monitoring Officer and Independent Persons considered that Councillor Price made 
a factual mistake in the interview conducted on BBC Radio Oxford by citing English 
Heritage, rather than Natural England, as one of the Statutory Consultees involved in the 
statutory consultation process. Councillor Price acknowledged this mistake in an email 
exchange dated 17-21 January 2014 with Mr Toby Porter, a member of the campaign 
group. The Monitoring Officer and Independent Persons noted that this factual mistake 
was acknowledged and accepted by Councillor Price 2 days after the mistake was made 
and 19 days before the Standards Complaint was submitted. The Monitoring Officer and 
Independent Persons considered this was a reasonable timeframe in the circumstances. 
 
The Monitoring Officer and Independent Persons considered that Councillor Price’s 
comments in respect of the Environment Agency’s consultation response was factually 
accurate. The Castle Mill, Roger Dudman Way Report to West Area Planning Committee 
dated February 2012 listed the results from the Public Consultation (Statutory Bodies) 
process and cited the EA observations as: “Site falls within Flood Zone 1 and therefore 
able to withdraw any objection; suggest conditions relating to contaminated land”. 
 
The Monitoring Officer and Independent Persons concluded that the Independent 
Review of the planning process in respect of the accommodation at Castle Mill, Roger 
Dudman Way had produced a range of statements which might be cited to both support 
and criticise the extent of the consultation undertaken. In this respect, the Monitoring 
officer and Independent Persons observed that Councillor Price’s statement in relation to 
the consideration of the planning application was not false on the basis that 
recommendations made for improved practice do not necessarily mean that there were 
clear failures identified in these areas. Furthermore, it was considered that Councillor 
Price was entitled, notwithstanding his position as Leader of the Council, to express a 
personal view on the process even if that was contrary to the conclusions of the 
Independent Review. The Monitoring Officer and Independent Persons considered that it 
was not the function of the Code to prohibit political discourse. It was also considered 
reasonable for Councillor Price, were he inclined to do so, to publicly defend the actions 
of Officers of the Council. 
 
The Monitoring Officer and Independent Persons found that Councillor Price’s claim in 
relation to the failure to invite the city council to the meeting on 16 January 2014, at 
which the Planning Minister Nick Boles MP and local MP Nicola Blackwood had 
discussed the Castle Mill, Roger Dudman Way issue with local people, was fair 
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comment. The Monitoring Officer and Independent Persons concluded that there 
appears to have been a failure by the Ministerial Offices to follow the proper protocol for 
notifying the Council, as a corporate body, of Ministerial visits to the city. 
 
The Monitoring Officer and Independent Persons considered that the complaint in 
relation to Councillor Price not acknowledging or replying to the emails sent to him on 21 
and 22 January 2014 was not justified and actually unfair. The interview with BBC Radio 
Oxford was broadcast on 17 January 2014 and the emails were sent to Councillor Price 
on 21 and 22 January 2014. The email dated 22 January 2014 requested that the matter 
be dealt with through the council’s formal complaints procedure, which was recognised 
by Councillor Price who subsequently referred the matter to city council officers. In 
accordance with the formal complaints procedure, a letter of response was sent to 
residents from Councillor Price on 14 February 2014. The Monitoring Officer and 
Independent Persons concluded that a full and considered response within 23 days of 
receipt, handled through the formal complaints procedure was reasonable and therefore, 
this did not amount to a breach of paragraph 7 of the Code (Honesty and Integrity) or 
paragraph 8 of the Code (Leadership). Whilst it is noted a holding response may have 
been helpful, this was not to be expected in the circumstances. 
 
The Panel concluded that no further action is required. 
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